PROPOSAL ON COMPASSES

This proposal changes Class Rule C2.2

EXISTING:
C.2.2 Electronic compasses, whether installed or hand held, are prohibited, except that,

A. Electronic compasses may be permitted, if specified in the Sailing Instructions.

PROPOSED

C2.2 Unless prohibited by local Fleet Rules or the Sailing Instructions, magnetic, fluxgate, or GPS-driven
compasses with digital readouts may only be used for displaying bearings and a countdown timer

A. Electronic compasses may not provide any navigational or tactical information beyond the
simple display of the boat’s bearing and a countdown clock timer. (No lift/header, no recall of
prior headings, no VMG, distance to the start line, etc.... is permitted)

Discussion:

At almost every level of sailing, magnetic compasses are slowly being replaced by low-cost compasses
with digital displays. This proposal allows any 10D to use these modern electronic compass, without the
need to enact a local Fleet rule. By limiting the permitted functions of the device to only magnetic
bearings and a countdown timer, the proposal honors the “pure sailing” foundation that is the bedrock
of the IOD Class, and preserves the competitiveness of boats that carry magnetic compasses. Adoption
of this proposal also makes it easier for boats with electronic compasses to move between Fleets. Fleets
retain the option to prohibit electronic compasses for general racing or for a special series, should they
so choose. (It is not anticipated that any Fleet would do so, but retaining this option for local Fleets
seems important)



